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THINGS ARE SHAPING UP IN MORRISTOWN

New exhibit at the Center for Spiritual Living focuses on art of the square

By HILL NUTT
CORHRESPONTENT

he messape of the
arl #xhibit on dis-

play at Morristown's Cen-
ter for Spiritual Living is
clear: It's hip to be square.

“Three Foat Square” is a
display of a doeen abstract
works by artists Gail
Mardfin of Bernardsville
and Penny Wise of Morris
Township, Each phece mea-
sures 3 feet across by 3 feet
high (except for are oF (wWo
that measure 2-by-2 fest).

The sguare (heme cama
about almost as an acci-
dent, savs
Mardfin, an
artist whn
has been the
curator of 10 shows at the
center in about 18 months.
This past March, Mardfin
was pulting together an ex-
hibit of works by members
af the eender, and Wise was
considering submitting a
piee that wasn’t wet fin
ished.

“It was a longe pisoe, amd

EXHIBIT

it was aguare” Mardfin
says., "We realized
wouldn't be finished in

time for the March show,
bt it got us thinking.”

The two artists then de-
cided to mount a show fo-
gether of pleces entirely on
SOLIATE CEAVESES,

“We decided to do it in
August,” Mardfin  says,
adding with a laugh. “At
the time, that seemed a
long time off.” (lronically,
the painting that inspired
the show will not be one of
the pieces exhibited,)

For Wise — who studied
art but has worked ag an
interior designer amd an
architectural artist this
show 5 an apporiunity to
rediscover her own love of
AW TiE.

*This is something of a
remdaissance for me” she
savs, "1 got into interior

desiprn becansze [ loved
doing the renderings amd
the architectural draw-
ings. But now so much of
that s done on the oome
puter. I'm trving to get
back 1o using my hands.

Same shape,
different syles

The wimen agresd that
their exhibit would reflect
their own  individual ap-
proaches o art.

“We didnt collaborate
ofn anything, amnd we didn't
discuzs what we were
dokng,” Wise says. “You'll
o0 @ conirast in styles, aat
hopefully, the show will
come together.”™

Though she is pleased to
have presenfe] so many
shows o a relatively short
lime, Mardfin hopes io dis-
play even more works by
up-and-coming artisis amd
photographers at the oene
1ET.

“We would love to give a
showense for emerging ar-
i515," shi says.

More immediately,
Mardfin amd Wise are look-
ing forward to the reac
tions of visitors o *Thres
Foot Square.™

“1 go o art shows, and |
go to galleries, and I al-
wiays feel so exhilarated
and inspired when [ see
ather people’'s art,” Wiee
says. “l just hope people
will fed the same way
when they see our work.”

Mardfin fesls that art
shows are perfectly  in
keeping with the mission
af the Center for Spiritual
Living.

“For some peopls, look
ing at non-representational
art b5 a bit ol a stretch, and
1 like to streich people. We
hope that they'll also feel
streiched spiritually.
That s what arf can da.”
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by Gail Mardfin is ona of the works featured in the “Three Foot Square” exhilit at

“Tha Purposa of Lite ks
Morristown's Center for Spiritual Living.

THREE FOOT SQUARE

Featuring works by Gail Mardfin and Penny J! ire ® Artists’ reception from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Saturday; exhibit on view from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays through Fridays and noon o 1
.. Sundays through Sept. 17 » Center for Spivitual Living Morvistown, 331 Mount
Kemble Road (Rowute 202 south) ® Free » 973-539-3114; .CSLMerristown.org

* Emerging artists interested in future exhibits at the center should call 908-696-1363
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